
Geography Curriculum Overview 
 
The policy is written with consideration to our school commitment to the Rights of the Child and our achievement of becoming a Rights Respecting School and it complies with 

Article 28 of the UNCRC ‘Every child has the right to an education’ as well as Article 29 ‘Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full’. 
Although direct reference to this is not continuously made, the policy has been written with full awareness of our responsibility and commitment to children’s Rights. 

 
The rationale for the Geography Curriculum in our school is to inspire pupil curiosity about their world and to engage them in outdoor learning and geographical enquiry. We 

have used advice from local and national leaders in Geography to build a sequence that builds a sense of place, scale and environment. We intend pupils to work like 
Geographers and tackle big questions, use up to date resources and technology and communicate in ways relevant to the subject. 

 
Throughout KS1 and KS2 map and fieldwork knowledge is developed through a series of field based enquiries and links to other units where reasonable. 

We will assess as we go, with a focus on the key ideas, knowledge and vocabulary pupils need to build up. We will encourage pupils to recall earlier knowledge and retrieve 
knowledge from previous terms and school years. 

 

 Autumn (1/2 term) 
 

Spring (1/2 term) Summer (1/2 term) 
 

Rec. 
(Areas of 

geography 
are covered in 
EYFS through 

understanding 
the world).  

• Know that there are different countries in the world 
and talk about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos. 

• Begin to understand the need to respect and care 
for the natural environment and all living things. 

 

• Draw information from a simple map. 

• Understand that some places are special to 
members of their community. 

• Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 
countries. 

• Recognise some environments that are different to 
the one in which they live. 

• Understand the effect of changing seasons on the 
natural world around them. 

 
 

People Culture and Communities 

• Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 

• Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 

• Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and – when appropriate – maps.   

Yr 1 What is my place like? 
My Geography 
Home and School 
Focus: Fieldwork and observational skills.  Basic maps. 
 
NC: To use simple fieldwork and observational skills 
to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical features 
of its surrounding environment. 
 
 

What can I find? 
Me and my corner of the world. 
Local area. 
Focus: Fieldwork and observational skills, basic maps, 
use and labelling of photographs, geographical language. 
 

NC: To use simple fieldwork and observational skills 
to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical features 
of its surrounding environment. 
 
To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

What is our country like? 
Me and my UK. 
UK countries, capitals and seas. 
Focus: map skills, photograph use, basic atlas 
introduction 
 

NC: To use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its countries. 
 
To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 



key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather. 
 
(To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
key human features, including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop.) 

features; devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key. 

Yr 2 Why is my world wonderful?  
Simple world Maps and features. 
Focus: continent, oceans, mountains, rivers. 

 
NC: To name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 
 
To use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 
continents and oceans studied at this key stage. 
 

Wherever next? 
Location and journeys 
Focus: hot and cold places, continent, oceans, 
North/South/East/West. 
Key vocabulary. 

 
NC: To identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and the location 
of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to 
the Equator and the North and South Poles. 
 
To use simple compass directions (north, south, 
east and west) and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and far, left and 
right], to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map. 

Holidays – where shall we go? 
Place comparisons – geographical features. 
Focus: contrast area of UK and area of non-European 
country, e.g. UK Coast and Amazon Rainforest.  

 
NC: To understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-
European country. 

Yr 3 UK Discovery – is the UK the same everywhere? 
Focus: Physical geography - hills, coasts, rivers. 

 
NC: To name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 
  

Why do we have cities? 
UK towns, cities and countries. 
Focus: countries, counties, land use, settlement, 
contrasting cities. 
 

NC: To describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography such as types of settlement and 
land use. 
 
To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 
 
To use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use 

We’ve got it all! Why is the North East special? 
Regional focus with lead on rivers and economic activity. 
Focus: Fieldwork, water cycle, rivers- their formation and 
impact. 

 
NC: To describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including the water cycle.  
   
To describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography such as economic activity including trade 
links.  



of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom. 

Yr 4 What can we discover about Europe?  
Places, features and people. 
Focus: land use, key human and physical features, and 
locations. 
 
NC: To describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography such as types of settlement and 
land use.  
 
To describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
 
To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

Why does Italy shake and roar? 
Bay of Naples. 
Focus: region in Europe, physical and human 
characteristics, tectonics. 
Compare to North East England. 

 
To describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
 
To describe and understand key aspects of: 
human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water. 
 
To understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country. 

Local fieldwork – school discretionary study. 
Suggested focus: coasts. What happens when the land 
meets the sea? 

 
To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 
 
To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-
figure grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom. 

Yr 5 What shapes my world? 
Processes and key features shaping places and human 
experiences 
Focus: weather, water, tectonics, biomes and climate 
zones 

 
NC: To describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
 
To locate the world’s countries. 
 

Where could we go? Fantastic Journeys. 
Focus: key countries and features of the world. Regions, 
tropics, hemispheres, tropics, time zones 
Longitude/Latitude. 

 
To identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night). 

Where has my food come from?  
Origins of key foods. 
Focus: trade links, natural resources, fieldwork, thematic 
maps, industry, farming, employment. Possible link to 
local fieldwork to conduct survey/ questionnaire and 
impact evaluation. 

 
To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

 



Yr 6 Fantastic Forests – Why are they so important? 
Vegetation, biomes, forest types. 
Focus: world maps of different types, biomes and 
different types of forests, rainforests with case study of 
South America. Local fieldwork opportunity in local 
woodlands, data collection and presentation tasks. 
 

NC: To describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
 
To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

 
 

 Destination Sao Paulo! What do places have in 
common? 
Comparing a region in South America with a region in the 
UK. 
Focus: Human and physical features, 
village/cities/lifestyle. Comparative writing focus. 
 

To understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a 
region in North or South America. 
To describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
 
To describe and understand key aspects of: 
human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 


