
International yearly plan 

 

1. Europe Hop Activity 

Children will develop a respect and appreciation for a different European country and culture.  They 

will develop their knowledge and understanding of a European country through an island hopping 

experience.  The children will have the opportunity to learn about the geography of the country and 

its location in comparison to England.  They will find out about landmarks and historic facts about 

the country.    Children will celebrate their work through class displays presented in a variety of ways 

using a variety of media.  Children will share their experiences through a whole school assembly 

where we will celebrate our findings and gain an understanding of the countries other classes have 

researched. 

Aims and outcomes 

The aim of Europe hop is to enrich the curriculum to help children develop their understanding of 

the world beyond their immediate environment.  A cross curricular approach is adopted so that a 

country, continent or region can be studied in a holistic way.  The arts are used as a focus to enable 

the children to gain understanding of the culture of the place and not just 'perceived' facts.  Children 

discuss what they already know as a starting point.  As the sessions progress their discussion 

deepens and work shows development of their learning.  The next usual step is to introduce 

information about the geography and environment of the place.  Computing and multi media images 

are used to stimulate greater understanding and encourage the children to explore art, music, dance 

and drama from the region.  Stories, poems and letters are used to stimulate English activities such 

as pen pal projects, factual and creative writing.  The outcomes of Creative weeks include a raised 

awareness of each child's understanding of the Global Community, engagement with creative arts 

and an expectation that their work will be celebrated and valued as a shared learning tool for the 

whole school. 

 

2. Diwali  

Children in specific year groups will access an online event provided by Durham County and 

partners.  The online workshops will be a series of videos and live events shared with the children on 

TEAMS around the time of Diwali to offer an insight into the Hindu faith and celebrations as well as 

South Asian culture in general.  Following these events children will access a range of activities 

including creating Rangoli patterns. 

Aims and outcomes 

The event aims to encourage children to have a deeper understanding of their world and how 

different cultures celebrate different events.  It aims to allow children to see past any barriers and 

relate to images considering similarities and differences. The outcomes of the event will include a 

raised awareness of each child's understanding of the Global Community and an expectation that 

their work will be celebrated and valued as a shared learning tool for the whole school.   



 

 

3. Asia Week Activity 

Children will develop their knowledge and understanding of an Asian country through a week long in 

depth study of a chosen country. Each year group will focus on a different country in Asia. Reception 

will focus on China, in particular the Chinese New Year.  The children will have the opportunity to 

learn about the geography of the country and its location in comparison to England. Classes will find 

out about what a continent is and which countries make up the continent Asia. They will find out 

about famous landmarks and historic facts about the country. The children will sing songs with our 

languages teacher in a different language and be introduced to basic greetings and vocabulary in the 

language of their country of study. Children will be given the opportunity to taste foods from the 

country to further enhance their learning experience. Classes will use art to illustrate celebrations in 

their country i.e. firework pictures linked to Chinese New Year and will find out about the traditions 

linked to these festivals/celebrations.  Classes will hear stories and songs from their chosen country 

and look at the differences and similarities in writing. Children will share their experiences through a 

whole school assembly where we will celebrate our findings and gain an understanding of the 

country’s other year groups researched.  

 

Aims and Objectives 

The aim of creative arts week is to enrich the curriculum and help children develop their 

understanding of the world beyond their immediate environment. A cross curricular approach is 

adopted so that a country, continent or region can be studied in a holistic way. The arts are used as 

the focus to enable the children to gain an understanding of the culture of the place and not just 

perceived ‘facts’. Children discuss what they already know as a starting point. As the week 

progresses they add more and more information to what the already know, showing the 

development in their learning. The next usual step is to introduce information about the geography 

and environment of the place. ICT and multimedia images are used to stimulate greater 

understanding and encourage the children to explore art, music, dance, and drama from regions. 

Stories, poems and letters are used to stimulate literacy activities such as creative and factual 

writing. Children will be encouraged to ask geographical questions and use secondary sources of 

information to help them understand life in an Asian country and compare it to the UK. Children will 

learn about different festivals, customs and traditions of different Asian countries and develop 

knowledge, understanding, appreciation and respect of different cultures. The outcomes of Creative 

Arts week include a raised awareness of each child’s understanding of the Global Community and 

engagement with creative arts. 

 

 

 



4.Zambia/Russia Week activity 

Some year groups will take part in lessons with a focus on Zambia and will link with the schools 

Rights respecting work.  Other year groups will take part in lessons with a focus on Russia and will 

link with the schools Rights respecting work.   Children will find out about each and that its 

continent. Children will look at maps and locate England, Africa, Zambia, Russia on a world map 

looking at where places are in comparison to England. They will look at the flags and emblems and 

some children will recreate flags. Key Stage One will explore famous landmarks and using arts create 

observational drawing of landmarks as well as exploring the history of them. Children will find out 

about the famous animals and draw/paint pictures of these. All classes will introduce basic greetings 

and greet friends in this way across the week. Children will write letters to their friends in Zambia 

and Russia telling them about themselves and asking questions.  Key Stage Two children will use 

their findings to write their own information leaflets about the country. These will be used as a 

learning tool across the school and children will be able to access these to find out about them. 

Children will be encouraged to discuss the similarities between our countries and celebrate the 

differences. Children will continue to develop their links with their friends in Zambia and Russia by 

video calling with partner schools.     

 

Aims 

The aim of creative arts week is to enrich the curriculum and help children develop their 

understanding of the world beyond their immediate environment. Children will learn about 

everyday life in Zambia and Russia and continue to develop relationships with our partner school 

through writing letters and sending postcards. The aim of video calling is to break down barriers and 

to reach as many children as possible to form global friendships and gain an understanding of each 

other’s lives. The outcomes of Creative Arts week include a raised awareness of each child’s 

understanding of the Global Community and an expectation that their work will be celebrated and 

valued as a shared learning tool. 

5. North East Activities 

All children will take part in a study of their local area.  To prepare them with knowledge of their 

local area for future contact with partner schools.  We aim to engage all children in their local 

culture to compare, contrast and celebrate their culture and the culture of their friends in Zambia 

and Russia.  Specific North East stories will be shared, customs and music and dance.  The children 

will write biographies of famous people from the North East and information booklets to inform 

other children in the school about their local area. 

Aims  

The aim of North East week is to help children develop their understanding of their local area.  

Children discuss what they already know as a starting point. As the week progresses they add more 

and more information to what the already know, showing the development in their learning. The 

next usual step is to introduce information about the geography and environment of the place. ICT 

and multimedia images are used to stimulate greater understanding and encourage the children to 

explore art, music, dance, and drama from regions. Stories, poems and letters are used to stimulate 



literacy activities such as pen pal projects and creative writing.  The aim of children learning more 

about their local area is to inform partner schools on their next presentation/video about our local 

culture and help them understand more about similarities and differences between cultures and 

backgrounds.  

6. Latin America & Fairtrade Fortnight Activity 

Children will develop their knowledge and understanding of Latin America with a particular focus on 
Brazil. Children will have the opportunity to learn about the geography of the country and its 
location in comparison to England.  Researching famous landmarks historic facts about the country.  
As part of our fair-trade work, the children will find out what fair-trade is and why it is important. 
Children will collect a range of labels and wrappers from home and discuss the companies we find to 
support fair-trade.  An assembly will be delivered that will enable pupils to discover more about 
Foncho, a banana farmer from Colombia and see how Fairtrade makes a real difference to the lives 
of Foncho, his family and their community. Activities will encourage the children to empathise with 
others and to see the world through the eyes of others.  
 

 

7. Eco/Sustainability Week 

Alongside our partner schools in Zambia and Russia we will work in our rights respecting groups on a 
week-long eco project. Focussing on recycling, water, farming and energy. Children will explore how 
we are sustainable as a school looking at our garden, eco warriors, energy saving etc. Using the fruit 
and vegetables grown in the school garden children will design and make a meal. Following the 
cooking children will create recipes for their made meal to send to our partner schools. Children will 
be challenged to create things using objects and items seen to be waste. Groups will further look 
into what we recycle around school and how we could recycle more. A competition will be held to 
see who can design and make the best car out of recycled plastic bottles. We will compare our 
findings with farming in Africa and Russia. We intend to take part in email conversations with 
children in Zambia and Russia alongside sending our research i.e. recipes to Zambia. 
 
Aims & Outcomes: 
The children will develop a deeper understanding of sustainability in England and how we can 
contribute to this. They will begin to understand the effects of being sustainable with a global view. 
Children will gain an appreciation of different cultures and traditions and understand the importance 
of respecting other people’s cultures. Children will celebrate the schools sustainability and begin to 
identify ways we can improve further, linked to the Eco Schools Project. The outcomes include a 
raised awareness of each child’s understanding of the Global Community and an expectation that 
their work will be shared and celebrated across school and with friends in Zambia and Russia.   
 
 
 


