
Languages Curriculum Overview 
 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Rec. Reception, Year 1 and 2 children will be prepared for the learning of a foreign language by the immersion in other cultures through games, songs and activities. 
‘Early Start’ programmes are used to teach French, Spanish and German and opportunities to practise learning are incorporated in daily routines. 
Reception and Key Stage 1 children will participate in a whole school initiative in Spring Term 1. Children will explore through the theme of Lunar New Year,  
Chinese geography, culture and language. 
 Children’s curiosity about language is encouraged and children are made aware that language has a structure that can differ from one language to another. 
Every effort is made to reflect our multi- cultural society using opportunities to help children develop their awareness of cultural differences within their own 
and other countries. 
Year 2 children will be given the opportunity of exchanging letters with one of our link schools. A language after school club, if requested, will be provided and will 
be offered to reception, year1 and year 2 pupils. 
 

Yr 1 
 

  

 Early Start French  
An introduction to Mandarin/Early Start German 

 
Early Start Spanish 

Yr 2 Early Start French 
Year 2 children will be given the opportunity of 
exchanging letters/cards with one of our link 
schools. A language after school club, if requested, 
will be provided and will be offered to reception 
and KS1 children. 

 Mandarin basic phrases/Early Start German Early Start Spanish Early Start Spanish 

Yr 3 Italian greetings 
At the beginning of every lesson the children will 
respond to the question; 
 ‘Parliamo Italiano?’ 
 With, ‘Si, parliamo italiano.’ 
They will learn how to use the informal and 
formal greeting according to their audience. 

An exploration of life in 
China through BBC ‘In 
my shoes’ series. Basic 
Mandarin greetings.  
Chinese food tasting. 
An exploration of 
stories, celebrations 
and legends around 
CNY 

 
 As new categories of 
vocab are introduced, 
subjects, activities, food, 
etc. Children will learn to 
utilise learnt words in a 
sentence by expressing 
an opinion. (mi piace or 
non mi piace). 

Children will learn songs to 
help with language 
pronunciation and structure. 
The song text will help them 
to read in Italian using 
knowledge of different 
sounds being used for 
graphemes 
 i= ee and the impact of 
double letters. 
Alphabet song. 

 
 
Children will learn 
about Italy its 
geography and the 
impact it has on the 
diverse cultures 
encountered in Italy. 



Children will learn to count up to 31 with 
confidence and use this knowledge to apply to age 
and dates. 
• Children will learn to ask and reply to the 
following questions: 
What is your name? 
How old are you? 
How are you? 
Do you have a pet? 

 
They will apply appropriate gender to nouns using 
the appropriate definite and indefinite article. 
They will learn intonation through paired work to 
help demonstrate their understanding of meaning. 
Where appropriate body language will be 
incorporated as it is such an integral part of the 
Italian language. 
Children will be encouraged to perform to peers to 
allow them to become comfortable in expressing 
themselves in another language. 

 There will be a 
continuous build-up of 
dialogue, talking about 
oneself, as we progress. 
Children will be 
constantly asked to 
present themselves giving 
as much information 
about themselves as 
possible to ensure learnt 
language is embedded. 
 
 

At appropriate times 
throughout the year 
they will explore 
cultural differences 
apparent in our 
traditions and 
celebrations. 

Yr 4 
 

Children will continue 
with greetings and 
introducing 
themselves, the 
purpose of which is   
to fine tune fluency 
and intonation. 
Pair work will be a 
major feature of each 
lesson to ensure 
children have the 
maximum time 
possible to develop 
their speaking and 
listening skills. 

They will build on 
knowledge from year 3 
and introduce profiles 
for friends and family 
members giving them 
the possibility to be 
creative with the 
language. 

 

An exploration of life in 
China through the BBC 
‘In my shoes’ series.  
Basic Mandarin 
greetings and numbers. 
Chinese food tasting. An 
exploration of stories, 
celebrations and 
legends around China. 

Children will learn about 
places, buildings and 
geographical features. 
They will be required to 
ask for and give 
directions. 
 
Children will be able to 
label map and street 
plan, using online 
dictionaries to ensure 
correct spelling. 
Write a short email/note 
giving directions.  
Read a map to then give 
directions. 

Children will be taught about the cultural 
importance of Italy – its Roman Monuments Its 
important artists and inventors and its world 
famous major cities. Rome, Florence, Venice, 
Naples, Genova and Milan 

Yr 5  Children will be 
confident in 
introducing 
themselves talking 

Children will be able to 
say they don’t 
understand and ask a 
speaker to speak more 

An exploration of life in 
China through BBC ‘In 
my shoes’ series and 
geography videos. 

Children will learn 
adjectives to help them 
express themselves and 
have a greater 

 
 



about family, places 
and  their opinions 
about things. 

slowly. They will be able 
to ask for  clarification 
about unknown words. 

Basic Mandarin 
greetings numbers, 
personal info. 
Chinese food tasting. 
An exploration of 
stories, celebrations 
and legends around 
China 

understanding of 
sentence structure. 
Write a description of a 
person/animal from a 
picture or photo. Read 
aloud, peers to guess 
identity (guess who 
game) 

Investigate one aspect of Italian culture 
independently, for example football (calico) formula 
uno  and the Ferrari, fashion (moda), food (cibo). 
Education. 

Yr 6 Children will be able 
to give a positive 
presentation of 
themselves, they will 
demonstrate this 
through role play by 
saying  why they 
should be allowed to 
attended a brilliant 
new school opened in 
the area but with 
limited number of 
places.  

Children will be able to 
use their questioning 
skills to identify 
characters/animals 
presented on cards by 
the teacher. 
 

An exploration of life in 
China through BBC ‘In 
my shoes’ series and 
geography videos. 
Basic Mandarin 
greetings numbers, 
personal info. 
Chinese food tasting. 
An exploration of 
stories, celebrations 
and legends around 
China 

Learn language for 
travel/survival – buying 
tickets, booking hotels, 
asking for directions. 
Children will be able to 
express themselves in an 
emergency for example 
at the police station, at 
the doctors/dentists or 
chemists. 

Children in groups will be able to write and 
perform a short ‘playlet’ in Italian. 
 
Pantomime for leavers assembly. 

 

 

Across the school languages will be delivered by our subject leader, a specialist language teacher, and, in KS2, language teaching will be 

consolidated through the additional input of a mother tongue Italian teacher. 


