
History Vocabulary 

Year Autumn Spring Summer 

Rec 
 

UTW – 
Past and 
Present 

All about me 
Today, tomorrow, yesterday, day, week, 
month, calendar,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

People who help us and our 
community 
The present, the past, the future,  

Past and present 
Long ago, old, young, new/recent, 
parent, grand parent, memory, lifetime, 
who, what, remember 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 I’m making History! 
Changes within living memory 
 
The past, clues, timeline, date, before, 
after ,memory, photograph, story, source, 
interview  

History Detectives – Spot the 
Difference 
Significant places in own locality 
 
Chimney, window, post box, doors, street 
names, roof, tile, thatch, brick, stone, 
materials, design, modern, Sixties, 
Fifties, Pre War, Edwardian, Victorian, 
century, decade, technology, 
architecture, home, house, bungalow, 
flats  
 
 
 

Who has helped make History? 
Lives of significant individuals 
 
 
past, famous, achievement, sources, old, 
new, date, timeline, long ago, recently, 
years, Mary Seacole, nurse, similarity, 
difference 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Why are some places special? 
Significant places in own locality 

 
Timeline, place, century, long ago, 
recent, church, cathedral, castle, mine  

 
 
 
 

Fantastic Firsts 
Events beyond living memory 
 
Century, inventor, invention, significance, 
decade, effect, change 

All change? Holidays now and then 
Changes within living memory 

 
Holiday, Bank holiday, leisure, coast, 
transport/ travel, Victorian/ Edwardian, 
1950s  

 
 
 
 
 
 



3 Who were Britain’s first builders? 
Stone Age to Iron Age 
Millennia, settlement, civilisation, Bronze 
age, Iron age,  
 

Why did the Ancient Egyptians build 
pyramids? 
Achievements of the earliest civilizations 
 
settlement, city, ancient, civilisation, 
buildings, jobs, bronze age, iron age, 
belief, building, technology, Pharaoh, 
ruler, irrigation, farming, artefact, 
hieroglyph, Nile 

How have Greeks shaped my world? 
Ancient Greece 
 
 
Europe, Mediterranean, Crete, Mycenae, 
citizen, democracy, archaeology, pottery, 
evidence, ancient, modern, invasion, 
trade, Persian Empire, conflict, war, 
hoplite 
 

4 Why did the Romans march through 
County Durham? 
A local History study 
 
primary source, interpretation, Empire, 
province, Julius Caesar, Emperor 
Claudius, baths, mosaic, gladiators, 
games, senate, towns, baths, roads, 
amphitheatres, aqueducts, Hadrian’s 
Wall, villa, temple, invasion – legion, 
legionary, soldier, weapon, eagle 
standard, chariot, Ancient Rome  
Britannia (land of tin), Ancient Briton, 
Celt, fort, roundhouse, civilisation, 
archaeology  

What was daily life like for the 
Romans? 
Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
 
Roman Empire, province, interpretation, 
source, archaeology, artefact, 
reconstruction, villa, reconstruction, 
aqueducts  
 

What happened when the Romans left 
Britain? 
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots  
 
 
Empire, legion, tribe, king, kingdom, 
churl, thane, Bretwalda, Danelaw, 
Vortigern, Offa, Alfred, Viking, law and 
order, laws, fines, Woden, Christianity, 
Augustine, monastery, Bede, Anglo 
Saxon Chronicle, Lindisfarne Gospels, 
Saxon, Jute, Angle, Sutton Hoo, Beowulf, 
farming, village, Mercia, Northumbria, 
Offa’s Dyke  

5 Were the Vikings really vicious? 
Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England 

 
Interpretation, Viking, representation, 
raider, primary source, invasion  

 
 

Who was making history in faraway 
places in the year 1000? 
Non-European society that provides 
contrast with British history 
 
Civilisation, Maya, Mayan, century, 
millennium, continent, BC/ AD or BCE/ 
CE, civilisation, Empire, temple, plaza  
 

Who was Tommy Armstrong? 
A Local History study (mining) 
 
Historic building, architecture, feature, 
mine, miner, locality, community.  
Lever, trapper, child worker, 
newsagent, tobacconist, Stanley 
Market, white pudding bairn.  
coal bunker, name plaques, cottages, 
Aged Miners, village, park, terrace, 
estates, feature, disaster, mine,  
heritage, historic, inference, enquiry, 
review, recall, comparison, similarities, 
differences, Armstrong, primary 
sources, Durham miners gala, banner, 
colliery, disaster, artefact 

 



 6 What’s in a name? 
A local History study – WW1 
 
Conflict, war, Durham, census, useful, 
utility, area, identify, source, 
consequences, memorial, chronology 
 

(School Discretionary Unit) 
WW2 
 
Date, aftermath, factors, impacted, 
society, great depression, Chamberlain, 
events, estimate, Hitler, home, 
evacuation, primary sources, The Blitz, 
air raid, blackout, rationing, ration book, 
memorials  

Has life got better for children in 
Britain? 
A study beyond 1066 
 
Decade, timeline, similarities/differences, 
inventions, appliances, Miners’ Strike, 
primary sources, sequence, duration, 
causation, consequences 
 
 


